
Hidden Acres Carpetball Table Build Instructions

Supplies
Before you begin, make sure you have proper safety equipment, a saw, a square, a tape measure, and a
drill/driver with the appropriate drill bit.

Wood
● 2x8x16’ boards - 6
● 4x8x¾ plywood sheets - 2
● Pressure treated, exterior lumber is best, but we can still use a table built with interior lumber.
● Cut all the wood ahead of time according to the cut sheet on pg 7.

Screws
● 3” screws - screwing into a 2x8 lengthwise and toenailing
● 2 ½” screws - screwing a 2x8 into the flat side of another 2x8
● 2” screws - screwing plywood into the flat side of a 2x8
● Make sure the screws never stick out of the wood and create a sharp edge.
● Use exterior construction screws, preferably with a torx T25 head.

Instructions
You’ll start by building it upside down.

Phase 1: Build the ally box and support beams
1. Lay the uncut 16’ boards side by side, parallel to each other.

2. Screw a 33” board into each end of the 16’ boards using two 3” screws on each end.
a. Repeat this step on the other side to make a box.
b. Use a square to make sure each corner is 90°.
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3. Screw a 33” board into the middle of the 16’ boards using two 3” screws on each end.
a. This is the central support beam.
b. Its edges should be approximately 94 ½” from each end when you include the end boards.

4. Screw a 33” board into the 16’ boards using two 3” screws on each end, 14” from the end of the 16’
boards (15 ¾” from the end if you include the end boards).

a. Repeat this step for the other side.

5. Screw the 4 remaining 33” boards into the 16’ boards using two 3” screws on each end, evenly spaced
so all of the support beams should be approximately 19” apart.

2



Phase 2: Build the legs
6. Screw the 31” boards to the exterior flat sides of the 16’ boards at the place where the second support

beam is attached (use four 2 ½” screws).
a. The 31” board should be perpendicular to the support beam and screwed into the end of that

support beam with two 3” screws.
b. The 31” board should be flush with the “top” of the 16’ board (although it’s the bottom now

because we’re building it upside down).

7. Screw the 22 ¼” boards to the inside of the 31” board using six 2 ½” screws.
a. You can toenail them into the support beam as well using two 3” screws.

8. Screw a 36” board into the interior edges of both the 22 ¼” board and the 31” board so that it connects
the legs to each other, making a cross beam (use four 3” screws on each end).

a. Try to put it halfway between the support beam and the “ground,” approximately 8” from both.
b. Repeat this step for the other pair of legs.

3



Phase 3: Build the ball boxes
9. Screw a 33” board into the outside edge of the final support beam using two 3” screws on each end, but

perpendicular to the support beam so that it is sticking “up.”
a. Toenail the 33” board into the 16’ board using 3” screws.
b. Repeat this step for the other side.

10. Screw two 12 ½” boards to the outside ends of that 33” board so that it now looks like ¾ of a box.
a. Toenail the 12 ½” boards into the 16’ board using 3” screws.
b. Repeat this step for the other side.

11. Complete the sides of the ball box by screwing a 33” board into the exterior ends of the 12 ½” boards.
a. Repeat this step for the other side.
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12. Complete the bottom of the ball box by screwing a 15 ½” x 33” piece of plywood to the “top” edges of
the boards (use four or five 3” screws on each side of the plywood).

At this point you will flip the table over so that its legs are on the ground.

Phase 4: Add the ball box supports
13. Screw the 15 ½” x 14 ½” pieces of plywood to the sides of the ball box using twelve 2” screws.

a. Make sure to attach it to all 5 boards that are exposed on each side (not the plywood).
b. Note that it is 14 ½” tall and 15 ½” wide.
c. Repeat this step for the other side.

14. Screw the 14 ½” x 30” plywood piece to the inside of the end boards using six to eight 2” screws.
a. This will also act as a replaceable “backstop” for the carpetballs to strike.
b. Make sure to attach it to both of the end boards.
c. Repeat this step for the other side.
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Phase 5: Add the ally “floor”
15. Take the remaining two pieces of plywood, both are 84” x 29 ½”, and screw them down into the support

beams using at least four 2” screws per beam.
a. Make sure there is no gap between them where they meet in the middle.
b. There will be a ¼” gap around the outside edge to help with water drainage.

And that concludes the carpetball table construction! If you are donating it to camp, we will attach the carpet
ourselves. If you are building it for yourself, we recommend stapling the carpet to the table (instead of gluing it)
so that it’s easier to replace in the future.

Making the ball markers
After attaching the carpet, it can be helpful to have ball markers on the ally floor to show where the balls go on
each end. We recommend pounding short nails or tacks (shorter than ¾”) into the plywood according to the
following dimensions:

Bottom row: 5” from ball box, 7 ½” from the side walls
Middle ball: 12 ½” from ball box, 15” from each side wall
Top row: 20” from ball box, 7 ½” from the side walls
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Cut sheet
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